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Why Study History?
Assignment	Interview an older neighbor or family member.  Ask the person to recount the most memorable or interesting event from his or her lifetime.  Share the results of your interview with the class.  What can you conclude from the collected memories of the class?

Checklist for completing the assignment:
1. Choose someone you know who is older and who you think may have had an interesting life.
2. Ask this person to tell you about the most memorable or interesting event from his or her lifetime.  Ask the person to be as detailed as possible when relating the event.
3. As you listen to the person’s story, try to put yourself in this person’s place when the event happened to try to fully appreciate what she or he experienced and why it meant so much.
4. Ask questions of the person being interviewed.  Try to gain as much information as you can.
5. Write down the major points of the interview.
6. Share the results of your interview with the class.  Try to convey the importance of the event as it was conveyed to you.

This interview project will be assessed according to the following standards:
Attempted	The presentation is missing or exhibits a lack of effort.
Minimal	The interview was conducted, but the presentation is extremely brief or so poorly organized that the detail and significance of the event are unclear.
Adequate	The interview was lengthy, and the presentation is so well organized that the event and its significance are clear.
Exemplary	The interview was lengthy, and the presentation clearly communicates to the class the historical event experienced by the older person as well as its importance to him or her.
